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IMPORTANT SUBJECT, 


WRITTEN 


To every Bop, and preached before Noropr ; 
concerning the proper Entraace into a noble 
Mans1ow ; but more particularly 
addreſled to the celebrated 


Dr. REC N E 


AND HIS FOLLOWERS. 
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But if we walk in the Light, as he is in the light, we have 
{-|'vwſhip one with another, and the Boob of Jesus. 
Cnaist his Son, Cleanſetn us from all Sin. 


1 Epiſtle of John, Chap. i. y. 7 
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X chalet of St, gehe, Gofpel, und 9 Verſe. 
Jam the 3 by me i any man enter in, be ſhall be 
F A ond 80 in, and out, and Art paſture. 


HER E is a wonderful plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity in ſcrip- 
ture, which manifeſts the great 
kondleſcenſion and love of 60 
towards mankind his workman- 
[hips AS mam is an infinite crea- 

* and hath formed his con- 
ceptiens, and ideas from ſenſible 
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objects, God hath thought pr 
per tp reveal his mind and will X 
his ereatures in- uch phraſes that 
are levelled to their capacitics 
and underſtandings: for if : 
have not ſuitable ideas of wha! 


ve. affirm, and of what we hear 
we diſcourſe; but confuſegly, or 


hear. the inſtructions of others 
with little profit and improve. 
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It is obſervable * "hp thoſe 
. writers: Or ſpeakers, who uſe 
Pprables or ſimilitudes in their 
inſtructions, are the moſt pla“ 
ing and improving to mankind, 
und particularly in moral, 
religious ſubjects. 500 Therefbe 
our bleſſed Saviour who kev 
the hearts of all men, thus . 
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1 gapted himſelf to the weak un 
derſtandiugs of mortals, by ſen⸗ 
ſible repreſentations As in the 
paſlage hefore us Which I have 
choſen for my text. But to wave 
all eurious diſquiſitions, I ſhall 
attempt to explain it in the plain- 
eſt manner I. poſſibly can; that 
every one who hears, or reads it, 
may be left without the leaſt "Wy 
dow of a doubt . its 
messing 


1 1 with: ade vchr to prove 
that CHRIST alone is Mediator 
between God and Man, wy ” 


Saulour. 


In. That bis tion will be 
2 ſufficient. entertainment, and 
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Mediator between God and Man. 
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Ir is an obvious truth demon- 
ſtrated both from reaſon and 
ſekipturè, that: mamnkifid are, an 
have des enerated from Meir Ori- 
nal: purity; and conſequent], 
are _ unfit for Heaven, or-toparti- 
8 1 of the Joys thereof: untl! 
there be ſine alteration Bade in 
their fouls;for: minds. All tho'- 
ah are convenine with the 


Bibles. 


42 5 
Bibles may! be. informed. that 
God made Man in his own 
Image, that is, he made him 
pure, innocent, and holy like 
himſelf, with zeſpect to his mind, 
and his intellectual faculties; but 
that Adam and his xVife Eve, not 
being contented with. their, then 
preſent ſituation, (Being inſlgat- 
ed H yuthe Devil) wiſhed! tobe 
ſtill ba ppier, han they then WEIS; 
broke, ar viglated..the/; vine 
command. by taſting the fruit af 
the forbidden tree which as in 
the garden of Eden, and by that 
„ 7 10A act, forfeited their 
preſent, and. Future; happineſs, 
and brought a maledictian ar 
curſe upon themlelyes, and all 
their poſterity [---And' 1 In conſę- 
Wance thereof, have involved 
aw; or 
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the fall!! TA. ein 80 
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reſent | Happi 
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Aclightfol gs a ler ert they bud 
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eye, ye; Er gratif;- the taltgis A! 4 
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"fefted! by the kihemmeans' that 
38,7 they ere Mut Bult 61 Para- 
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1 cell ABodes; and Were de- 
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bis own Hands; but promiſed 
thatthe ſeed of the woman ſhould , 
bruiſe the ſerpent's Head, that is, 
that he would in ſuture time ſend 
one who ſhould reinſtate them in 
the favour of their offended So- 
VEREIGN! and this Perſon was 
CHRIST ; who hath in the Text, 
congsſcendin gly compared him 
ſelf to a Door, which is the uſual 
Entrance into a Houſe;---So that 
it may with Propriety be ſaid of 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, that he 
is the Door of He-ven. 
The Paſsport to Joys eternal 
Thoſe who have attempted to 
advance any other Doctrine were 
but Theives, and Robbers. Rob- 
bers, in the baſeſt ſenſe; who 
were robbin 9 Mankind of all that 
COU: d be dearto Gent they would. 
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#- as the Meſſiah; tho His—I) Init 
ulld Deity were proved by min 
bus Miracles, Which. none coul 
[81 \doputhimſel, ſuch as raiſing ti 
W Dead; giving fight, to the Bunt 
1 . the ſigk Multipl vin 
6) „ mah Quantity e of Food to lee 
and latilly. the! hungry! Mu t1tud 

wah” Tre 199 fv 7 rice 
. Theſe were roads: incon!cll 
--;Demonſtrations,ofhis,Gov 1s, 
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in the Face of the Jeus : i! 
bi L would not believe 500 
20 true Meſliah. | . 
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and follow him, that is, that they 


would embrace his Doctrine and 
live corformably thereto. As 
he declared my ſheep hear my 
Voice, and follow me, and the 
voice of a ſtranger they will not 
regard. And in another place 
he ſaid for our Encouragement, 
Lam the Wav, the Truth, and the 
Ife, and if any man believe in 
me, he ſhall not periſh bnt enjoy 
Peace, and have everlaſting ie, 
_and that none ſhould pluck them, 
aut of bis father's Hands! 


| | What gracious | and comfort- 

able promiſes are theſe, founded 

on ſo good Authority, we have 

the Veracity of God the father of 

_ COD: the Son, that if we em- 

\ brace him as our ſhepherd, ve 
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aur be aﬀfured that happineſs will de our 
Portion. May every one here preſent receive 
C415 r 28 their only Saviour, by whoſe Merits | 
and Mediatatioꝶ we are redeem | 
ed from the curſe of the law, and 
are made acceptable in the ſight 
of Gop;, which leads me to the, 

II. «Propoſition, namely, That 
his Salvation will be a ſufficient 
entertainment, and permanent 
felicit7 to all thoſe who are 
Cunugr's true Diiciples. ---- the 
| ſalvation! purchaled by our 
$4VIOUR, is a permanent, laſting, 
and durable SALVATION, com- 
nenlurate with ETERNITY, and durable às 
3 0 D himſelf. Where there is no Diminution 
of belicity, but cöntinual, and various Scenes of 
Pleature, and Delight; at Gods night-Hand 
vol there are pleaſutes for ever-more | There, the 
fulneſs of the Gop-Head dwelis bodily,. where 
' Aftliftions Troubles, anxieties and Pains, have 
m- 20 Entrance ; but all the Inhabitants will, and do 
enjoy uninterrupted Peace, Tranquility, and Joy, 
in contempiating the beautific Vifon, —in adoring 
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the tnou! UES,AL this fiſh, * That 
ever we enjoy here is A „ 
tranſient, aud changeable; 

the Joys of 2 Wille never 
cloy, Put, Will. alWays afford DI. 
tffaction and Kntertainment 
Here we may 80 in, and” out, and 
fad Paſtufe n 7191 'Ve. Mey 
hund rational, Entertainment, and 


2 «vw , 7 
: *® 4.4 * 


15 | 1 5 WAS 414. 2 
3005 bolpelk⸗vle 


-- 


” Go 
1 


JE 


$44, } - 


united fe Delight Such as 


Eye hath not ſeen, ear heard 
neither hath it entered into the 


Heart. of Man to conccive, its 
"pure, "rational, nd" Intellectual 


eutertainments.— As refreſhing 
as a green paſtufeè is to te beaſts 
of the held, when excited by the 
keeneſt Hunger, ſo anditen thou- 
nd times more, will the Paſtures 
ox Joys of Heaven. be to the ſoul, 

who wiſhes. atid longs, and {mce- 
rely deſires the 15 ppineſs thereof 
ho thinks it his meat and. drink, 

to do the will” of His Father w ho 
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Whatever Pleaſures we are fond of Here, 

thong h we ſeem to have the bigheſt Gratification 

N them; how ſoon c'oy and pall the 
Appetite, and tender them even diſg ing 
to oh 


But the Pleaſures of wile, and the Joys of 
: Heaven, have not this Bane mixed with them, 
the Reaſon is obvious; the one is tempora/, 1:4 the 
-ather eternal, the one proceeds from Gon the 
 . Fountain'z of all perfection; and the other from 4 
periſhable, changeable, World; from a \Wull 
chat the wiſeſt of Men pronounced after + pcaict 

; (expeciehces in exery Scene of Pleaſirc, to be 
_  xvholly, Varpty and Vexation of Spiri, No wa) 
adap ed io an immoral mind, ſuch as ha. ©: Ma 


And ſurely we may be convince from ke Wild 
om of Solomon, ha nvibing here below is bf 
out (00 anxious Purli.,----1 defy al the genf 
aſts in be univerſe, o produce one Pleaſte 
can give Saüiifaction o the mind of a £11410 
Man ; io produce one Fiealure thai can be comp 
21 
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zred with 1 55 proſent, and future 
Pleaſures, which, flow from virtue 
and, Religion: How, many Perſons 
there are who, form to themſelves 
wrong Eſtimaſions of things, who 
call, = evil, and, evil, good, 
ne put Darkngls for Li, ht and 
Light for Darkneſs, w o loſe 
ates both Soul . Body 
in one continued ronnd, of Diſſi- 
pation and Debauchery;----Whi- 


iſt their Fortunes are ruined, 


their Health deſtroyed and. their 

09d. A. and. Reputations 
5 inte 5 d. merely, becauſe Rep have 
Mol 2 . their Cheif Coo. 


Maes en mortals ! 
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fondneſs for Pleaſures falf] 

called! Would to Gop tt 7 
could ſee the Error of their Ways 
before it be too late, before their 
Feet ſtumble on the DaREk-Mov- 
NTAINS! . When there cannot 
pollibly. be any hopes d of Redem- 
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ces from the whole whereby we 
may udge Whether we are the 
true ilciples of Cnkisr indeed. 


Firſt. Not to believe and rely 
on. the Divinity of Chriſt is, to 
forfeit, our Kerne albern, 
GS. there 6 1s 70 other Name under Hear: 

given 
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given among men, whereby they can 


be ſaved, but by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as he is the rock of 
Ages and SAVIOUR of the World. 
But a bare faith in his, Divinity, 
will not ſave us, an hiſtorical Be- 
lief of the Miracles he wrought, 
will not be ſufficient; but we 
muſt love his name, and ſtrive to 
promote his Religion among men 
by our Example, by Virtue, Piety 
and ſincerity, for a Tree is known 
by its fruit, that is, the CHRISTIAN 
is known by his Life and conver- 
ſation, whether he be a Chriſtian 
INDEED 


Whether he adorns the Doct- 
rine of God our SAVIOUR in 
all things, | 


Theſe 


bs 20 
wh 3 0 my Bret reti Ae the 
moR ftriking out-Lines" of. thre 
Chriſtian Character; and if we 


Tall ſhort of them,” We had Petter 


never have. known tlie Seripturcs, 8 


nor the ways of Righteoulnef: _ 


the final Felicity of fallen Man. 
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But. why d0 I MENTION Scripture a9 
here are many. W ho never Are 


them, 7 and many who do read 


N pay no regard to them. 
altho they were Written kor OUT 
Admonition and, Trftrition. 


"What folly 4s Madnuets: to con- 


temnu the AE: Meaiis of Salvation 


which God 5 appointed for 
the Recovery of a loſt Race. for 


O how. can we eſcap e if we ne- 
glect ſo great S lvatiofl- 


JI. And laſtly to aclude. 
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„re chere det many who deem 
weniſelves religious. even amo 
ae DissxNr ERB who reject 
ter e Gob-HRAD and BVI NTT of 
CARMST particularly the Socins 
uch as the famous popular 
Dy Pull y, and his Advocates 
Pri Where can their hopes of 
Salvation be, if they deny the Al- 
mighty Salvation of CRa LT, if 
r they degrade his Divinity to 4 
mere man: if he be only exhibi- 
ted as methmg but a Pattern of 
Virtue te his Followers; and not 
on Co- equal with Geb in Power, 


or Majeſty, and Authority. Where 
or Iſay muſt they flee for Reſuge if 
an. their own. moral Rectitude be 
ne- not ſufficient to recommend 


them to God ? Let me adviſe you 
; my dear Friends to rely upon the 
Arc „ good 
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good Shepherd—-attend to h;: 
Voice follow him, who by his A]. 
mighty Power and ſovereign Au. 
thority- will lead you into the 
Paths of Happineſs and Peace, 
where there are Rivers of Plea- 

ſure and joy for ever more! May 
God of his infinite Mercy grant a 
Bleſſing to this Diſcourſe for 
the Sake of his dear fon Jeſus 
Chriſt who liveth and reigncth 
co- equal and co- eternal witn the 
father, to whom be Glory honour 
and Dominion now and for ever 


more, AME NI 
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